
 
Child of the Civil Rights Movement is a first person narrative by the daughter of civil rights 

leader, Andrew Young. She describes how her family moved from New York back to the South 

so they could aid the civil rights movement. This is a long book, better for kids 7 and up, with a 

lot of information. Her story culminates in the march from Selma to Montgomery and the signing 

of the Civil Rights Act of 1965. What I like about this story is the emphasis on how the leaders 

of the movement cooperated with each other to make things happen. Mini-biographies of the 

individuals mentioned in the book are included at the end. 

 
The Story Of Ruby Bridges. It’s the true story of a child told in a way that children of the same 

age can really understand. This book celebrates six year old Ruby, who in 1960, faced angry 

crowds and empty classrooms as she became the first child to attend an all-white school after a 

court-ordered desegregation in New Orleans. Author Coles does a great job of making an 

historical event personal. 

 
A Sweet Smell of Roses. A young girl, with her red-ribboned teddy bear describes her experience 

as she and her sister slip out of their house to join a freedom march. The focus is very much on 

the sensory experience. They stand, “waist high” in the “bright light”, “clapping in time with 

[their] feet.” There’s no mention about which march it is, just one of the many freedom marches 

that took place under Dr. King’s leadership. This is another lovely book that emphases how 

children were an integral part in the fight for freedom and readers can pick out the plucky 

protagonist in the illustrations by her bear’s ribbon, which matches the stripes in the flag. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375843140/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0375843140&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439472261/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0439472261&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416953612/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1416953612&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375843140/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0375843140&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439472261/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0439472261&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416953612/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1416953612&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20


 
We March  The light, first person narrative tells the story of a family getting ready to march in 

the historic event. Illustrations depict crowds of people from all walks of life and celebrate the 

excitement the event generated and the power of peaceful protest. 

 
I Have a Dream. Kadir Nelson’s gorgeous illustrations accompany an excerpt from Dr. King’s 

most famous speech. The paintings cover a broad range of images: from close ups of clasped 

hands, to views of the national landscape, to the crowd at the Washington Monument. The 

hardcover book includes a CD of the official recording and the entire speech is included at the 

end of the book.  

 
Freedom Summer. Joe and John Henry are great friends. But, because Joe is white and John 

Henry is black they can’t swim in the public pool together. This is Mississippi in 1964, after all. 

Instead, they spend their summer swimming in the creek. When the Civil Rights Act is finally 

passed, the boys look forward to finally going to the pool, only to find it is being filled with 

concrete. White leaders would rather forgo swimming that desegregate recreation areas. There’s 

hope, too, though, as the boys head to buy their ice pops at the newly integrated general store. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1596435399/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1596435399&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375858873/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0375858873&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/068987829X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=068987829X&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1596435399/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1596435399&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375858873/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0375858873&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/068987829X/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=068987829X&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20


 
Freedom on the Menu: The Greensboro Sit-Ins. In 1960 four black college students sat down at 

the Woolworth’s lunch counter, labelled “WHITES ONLY.” The story is told from young 

Connie’s perspective. She sips her soda while standing but her siblings become active in the 

lunch counter boycott and she helps them make signs.  

 
Sit-In: How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down. Here’s another story about the 1960 

Greensboro lunch counter sit in. I liked both and couldn’t decide between the two, so am 

including both in this book list. “At first they were treated like the hole in the doughnut — 

invisible.” “The kids had a recipe, too. A new brew called integration.”  

 
This Is the Dream tells a story of change in three parts. First we learn about the rules of 

segregation at drinking fountains, on busses, in restaurants and public spaces. “These are the 

buses — a dime buys a ride, but the people are sorted by color inside.” The second third then 

moves on to the events, large and small, that stir up the civil rights movement. Finally, the last 

few pages re-look at the places in the first part of the book — now open and available to all. 

James Ransome’s striking illustrations and Shore and Alexander’s concise, rhyming text make 

this a great read aloud. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0142408948/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0142408948&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316070165/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0316070165&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060555211/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0060555211&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0142408948/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0142408948&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316070165/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0316070165&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060555211/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0060555211&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20


 
Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This is a good beginner’s guide to 

MLK. It’s informative but not overly long as some picture book biographies can be. It gives a 

solid introduction to MLK’s life and work and is beautifully illustrated.  

Boycott Blues: How Rosa Parks Inspired a Nation. Pinkney’s book tells the story of how the 

African-American community walked for 382 days rather than ride the segregated busses in 

Montgomery, Alabama. The rhythmic text and vibrant illustrations, which themselves appear to 

move beautifully capture the spirit of the amazing individuals who brought change to their 

community and the nation. 

    

 

Granddaddy's Turn: A Journey to the Ballot Box  

Location: National    Grade Level: 2-4  

Michael S. Bandy and Eric Stein. Illustrated by James E. Ransome, 2015. Based 
on the true story of one family’s struggle for voting rights in the civil rights–era 
South, this moving tale shines an emotional spotlight on a dark facet of U.S. history. 
 
Life on the farm with Granddaddy is full of hard work, but despite all the chores, 
Granddaddy always makes time for play, especially fishing trips. Even when there isn’t 
a bite to catch, he reminds young Michael that it takes patience to get what’s coming 
to you. One morning, when Granddaddy heads into town in his fancy suit, Michael 
knows that something very special must be happening?—?and sure enough, everyone 
is lined up at the town hall! For the very first time, Granddaddy is allowed to vote, and 
he couldn’t be more proud. But can Michael be patient when it seems that justice just 
can’t come soon enough? This powerful and touching true-life story shares one boy’s 
perspective of growing up in the segregated South, while beautiful illustrations depict 
the rural setting in tender detail. 
 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1423106350/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1423106350&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060821183/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0060821183&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://civilrightsteaching.org/resource/granddaddys-turn-a-journey-to-the-ballot-box/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1423106350/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1423106350&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060821183/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0060821183&linkCode=as2&tag=wdwdad-20


 

Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer  

Location: Mississippi    Grade Level: 5-6, 7-9  

Carole Boston Weatherford. Illustrated by Ekua Holmes, 2015. Poems and 

illustrations tell the story of the life of Fannie Lou Hamer for upper elementary 

and middle school. 

 

 

 

Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez & Her 

Family's Fight for Desegregation  

Location: California    Grade Level: 2-4  

Duncan Tonatiuh, 2014 A little-known yet important story of the fight to end 

school discrimination against Mexican-American children is told with lively text 

and expressive art. 

 

 

 

Rosa  

Location: Alabama    Grade Level: 2-4  

Nikki Giovanni, 2007 A beautifully illustrated book for children about Rosa 

Parks in the context of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

 

 

 

We Shall Overcome: A Song That Changed the 

World  

Location: National    Grade Level: 2-4, 5-6  

Stuart Stotts, 2010 History of the song from the Civil Rights Movement and 

other struggles, We Shall Overcome. 

 

 

 

 

Freedom School,Yes!  

Location: Mississippi    Grade Level: 2-4  

Amy Littlesugar and Floyd Cooper, 2001 In this triumphant story based on the 

1964 Mississippi Freedom School Summer Project, two characters come 

together to celebrate the strength of a people. 

 

 

http://civilrightsteaching.org/resource/voice-of-freedom-fannie-lou-hamer/
http://civilrightsteaching.org/resource/separate-is-never-equal/
http://civilrightsteaching.org/resource/separate-is-never-equal/
http://civilrightsteaching.org/resource/rosa/
http://civilrightsteaching.org/resource/we-shall-overcome-a-song-that-changed-the-world/
http://civilrightsteaching.org/resource/we-shall-overcome-a-song-that-changed-the-world/
http://civilrightsteaching.org/resource/freedom-schoolyes/


 

I am Rosa Parks 

"We can all be heroes" is the message entertainingly told in this picture-book biography series 

from #1 New York Times Bestselling author Brad Meltzer. 

"Kids always search for heroes, so we might as well have a say in it," Brad Meltzer realized, and 

so he envisioned this friendly, fun approach to biography -- for his own kids, and for yours. Each 

book tells the story of one of America's icons in a vivacious, conversational way that works well 

for the youngest nonfiction readers, those who aren't quite ready for the Who Was biography 

series. 

Each book focuses on a particular character trait that made that role model heroic. For example, 

Rosa Parks dared to stand up for herself and other African Americans by staying seated, and as a 

result she helped end public bus segregation and launch the country's Civil Rights Movement. 

 

 

Through My Eyes: Ruby Bridges  

In November 1960, all of America watched as a tiny six-year-old black girl, surrounded by 

federal marshals, walked through a mob of screaming segregationists and into her school. An 

icon of the civil rights movement, Ruby Bridges chronicles each dramatic step of this pivotal 

event in history. 

 

http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?series_name=Ordinary+People+Change+The+World
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?series_name=Who+Was&
http://cdn.amightygirl.com/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/i/-/i-am-rosa-parks.jpeg
http://cdn.amightygirl.com/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/2/c/2cae24b7-3f9c-4362-900c-b703a6e3956e_1_.jpg
http://cdn.amightygirl.com/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/l/i/lillian-s-right-to-vote-a-celebration-of-the-voting-1259734-fe863023984234578ab9_1_.jpg


Lillian's Right To Vote: A Celebration of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 

As Lillian, a one-hundred-year-old African American woman, makes a "long haul up a steep 

hill" to her polling place, she sees more than trees and sky: she sees her family's history. She sees 

the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment and her great-grandfather voting for the first time. She 

sees her parents trying to register to vote. And she sees herself marching in a protest from Selma 

to Montgomery. 

Veteran bestselling picture-book author Jonah Winter and Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award 

winner Shane W. Evans vividly recall America's battle for civil rights in this lyrical, poignant 

account of one woman's fierce determination to make it up the hill and make her voice heard. 

 

The Youngest Marcher: The Story of Audrey Faye Hendricks, a Young 

Civil Rights Activist 

Nine-year-old Audrey Faye Hendricks intended to go places and do things like anybody else. So 

when she heard grown-ups talk about wiping out Birmingham's segregation laws, she spoke up. 

As she listened to the preacher's words, smooth as glass, she sat up tall. And when she heard the 

plan -- picket those white stores! March to protest those unfair laws! Fill the jails! -- she stepped 

right up and said, "I'll do it!" She was going to j-a-a-il! 

Audrey Faye Hendricks was confident and bold and brave as can be, and hers is the remarkable 

and inspiring story of one child's role in the Civil Rights Movement. Meet the youngest known 

child to be arrested for a civil rights protest in Birmingham, Alabama, 1963, in this moving 

picture book that proves you're never too little to make a difference. 

http://cdn.amightygirl.com/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/6/1/61fkxg1u0cl_1_.jpg


 

Little Rock Girl 1957: How a Photograph Changed the Fight for 

Integration 

Nine African American students made history when they defied a governor and integrated an 

Arkansas high school in 1957. It was the photo of one of the nine trying to enter the school -- a 

young girl being taunted, harassed and threatened by an angry mob -- that grabbed the worlds 

attention and kept its disapproving gaze on Little Rock, Arkansas. 

In defiance of a federal court order, Governor Orval Faubus called in the National Guard to 

prevent the students from entering all-white Central High School. The plan had been for the 

students to meet and go to school as a group on September 4, 1957. But one student, Elizabeth, 

didn't hear of the plan and tried to enter the school alone. A chilling photo by newspaper 

photographer Will Counts captured the sneering expression of a girl in the mob and made 

history. Years later Counts snapped another photo, this one of the same two girls, now grownup, 

reconciling in front of Central High School. 

 

If A Bus Could Talk: The Story of Rosa Parks 

If a bus could talk, it would tell the story of a young African-American girl named Rosa who had 

to walk miles to her one-room schoolhouse in Alabama while white children rode to their school 

in a bus. It would tell how the adult Rosa rode to and from work on a segregated city bus and 

couldn't sit in the same row as a white person. It would tell of the fateful day when Rosa refused 

http://cdn.amightygirl.com/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/5/1/51vk0ke0bkl_1_.jpg
http://cdn.amightygirl.com/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/6/1/61069zjhf_2bl_1_.jpg


to give up her seat to a white man and how that act of courage inspired others around the world 

to stand up for freedom. 

In this book a bus does talk, and on her way to school a girl named Marcie learns why Rosa 

Parks is the mother of the Civil Rights movement. At the end of Marcie's magical ride, she meets 

Rosa Parks herself at a birthday party with several distinguished guests. Wait until she tells her 

class about this! 

 

Ruth and the Green Book 

Ruth was so excited to take a trip in her family's new car! In the early 1950s, few African 

Americans could afford to buy cars, so this would be an adventure. But she soon found out that 

black travelers weren't treated very well in some towns. Many hotels and gas stations refused 

service to black people. Daddy was upset about something called Jim Crow laws... 

Finally, a friendly attendant at a gas station showed Ruth's family The Green Book. It listed all of 

the places that would welcome black travelers. With this guidebook -- and the kindness of 

strangers -- Ruth could finally make a safe journey from Chicago to her grandma's house in 

Alabama. 

Ruth's story is fiction, but The Green Book and its role in helping a generation of African 

American travelers avoid some of the indignities of Jim Crow are historical fact. 

 

Our Children Can Soar: A Celebration of Rosa, Barack, and the Pioneers 

of Change 

This is the seed of a unique and inspirational picture book text, that is part historical, part poetry, 

and entirely inspirational. It symbolically takes the reader through the cumulative story of the US 

http://cdn.amightygirl.com/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/5/1/51kzbq02lml_1_.jpg


Civil Rights Movement, showing how select pioneers' achievements led up to this landmark 

moment, when we have elected our first black President. 

 

Each historical figure is rendered by a different award-winning African-American children's 

book illustrator, representing the singular and vibrant contribution that each figure made. 

 

Lending historical substance, the back matter includes brief biographies of: George Washington 

Carver, Jesse Owens, Hattie McDaniel, Ella Fitzgerald, Jackie Robinson, Rosa Parks, Ruby 

Bridges, Thurgood Marshall, Martin Luther King Jr., Barack Obama. 

A Picture Book of Thurgood Marshall by David A. Adler 

 

Follows the life of the first African American to serve as a judge on the United States Supreme 

Court. 

 

The Girl from the Tar Paper School: Barbara Rose Johns and the Advent of the Civil Rights 

Movement,  By Teri Kanefield 

Before the Little Rock Nine, before Rosa Parks, before Martin Luther King Jr. and his March on 

Washington, there was Barbara Rose Johns, a teenager who used nonviolent civil disobedience 

to draw attention to her cause. In 1951, witnessing the unfair conditions in her racially 

segregated high school, Barbara Johns led a walkout--the first public protest of its kind 

demanding racial equality in the U.S.--jumpstarting the American civil rights movement. 

Ridiculed by the white superintendent and school board, local newspapers, and others, and even 

after a cross was burned on the school grounds, Barbara and her classmates held firm and did not 

give up. Her school's case went all the way to the Supreme Court and helped end segregation as 

part of Brown v. Board of Education. 

https://jet.com/search?term=David%20A.%20Adler&brand=David%20A.%20Adler&category=0


 

The NAACP: An Organization Working to End Discrimination (Journey to 

Freedom: The African American Library) 

by Andrew Santella 

Introduction to the origins, motivations, and accomplishments behind the NAACP. 

Journey to Freedom: The African American Library provides fascinating information on the heroic stories 

of African Americans who have played leading roles in shaping world history. Packed with vintage 

photographs that bring both the subjects' frustrations and victories to life, this highly acclaimed 

collection honestly portrays African American people and events that have forever impacted our society. 

 

 

Cesar: Si, Se Puede! Yes, We Can 
Born in 1927 in Yuma, Arizona, César Chavez lived the hard-scrabble life of a migrant worker during the 

Depression. Although his mother wanted him to get an education, César left school after eighth grade to 

work. He grew to be a charismatic leader and founded the National Farm Workers Association, an 

organization that fought for basic rights for farm workers. In powerful poems and dramatic stylized 

illustrations, Carmen T. Bernier-Grand and David Díaz pay tribute to Chavez’s legacy helping migrant 

workers improve their lives by doing things by themselves for themselves. 



 

Cesar Chavez: We Can Do It! 
He defied the odds and worked for change. Cesar Chavez: We Can Do It! explores one leader's fight to 

gain rights for farm workers and minorities. Whether leading marchers hundreds of miles to protest 

working conditions, staging hunger strikes, or organizing boycotts, Chavez used nonviolent protests to 

improve the lives of thousands of people. Full-color photographs, a timeline, and a compelling 

biographical narrative will engage and enlighten students. 

 

Dolores Huerta: A Hero to Migrant Workers 

Dolores is a teacher, a mother, and a friend. She wants to know why her students are too hungry 

to listen, why they don't have shoes to wear to school. Dolores is a warrior, an organizer, and a 

peacemaker. When she finds out that the farm workers in her community are poorly paid and 

working under dangerous conditions, she stands up for their rights. 

This is the story of Dolores Huerta and the extraordinary battle she waged to ensure fair and safe 

work places for migrant workers. The powerful text, paired with Robert Casilla's vibrant 

watercolor-and-pastel illustrations, brings Dolores's amazing journey to life. A timeline, 

additional reading, articles, websites, and resources for teachers are included. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


